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1.0 INTRODUCTION
STAR Ghana Foundation (SGF) is a registered national civil society organisation which works towards the development of a vibrant, well-informed, and assertive civil society able to contribute to transformational national development and inclusive access to high quality, accountable public services for all Ghanaian citizens.

With funding from the Foreign Commonwealth and Development Office, SGF is implementing the Security in Northern Ghana Project (SING), which aims at strengthening local and national capacities for sustainable security and stability in Ghana. It focuses on a set of joined-up local and national actions to embed and operationalise the key elements of the roadmap in the work of state and non-state actors towards addressing the key drivers of conflict and insecurity in northern Ghana.

2.0 Background
[bookmark: _Hlk80630154]The Bawku Municipality has been engulfed in a protracted chieftaincy and ethnic conflict since the 1950s. The conflict has erupted sporadically into violence, leading to loss of lives and property. Over time, violence has been triggered by several factors including alleged instigations by women lately. The most recent resurgence of violence in November 2021 was as a result of an attempt by one of the factions (Mamprusis) to perform the funeral of a late chief from their side who died some 41 years ago. The performance of this funeral is significant because, customarily, it must be performed to pave the way for a new chief from this faction/ethnic group to be enskinned. This attempt was met with resistance from the other faction (Kusasis) who saw it as an affront to their dignity and a threat to the skin whose current custodian, the Bawku Naba, is a Kusasi. Beyond this immediate trigger of the violence in Bawku recently, engagements with multiple stakeholders point to a number of factors including the alleged growing influence of young people in instigating and perpetuating the series of recent violence that resulted in the loss of lives and destruction of property in Bawku. 
The conflict in Bawku has evolved greatly, taking on new and worrying dynamics, including but not limited to targeted killings as well as very polarized radio and social media messaging that is characterized by the spread of rumour and misinformation, hate speech and issuance of threats amongst others. The emerging youth dynamics and the presence of sophisticated weapons in the conflict location as well as recent spate of terrorist and extremist groups’ activities in the Sahel and close to the border in neighbouring countries near Bawku add additional layers of complexity to the conflict in Bawku. 
Following the recent resurgence of violence, STAR Ghana Foundation under its Security in Northern Ghana (SING) project, with funding from the Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Office (FCDO) of the UK, facilitated a joint National Peace Council-Civil Society Organizations scoping and assessment visit to Bawku. The trip was exploratory in nature and offered the team an opportunity to engage with key stakeholders and groups to call for a ceasefire and explore opportunities for collaboration and dialogue towards mediation on the Bawku conflict. From engagements with various stakeholders during this trip, it was revealed that youth play a key role in instigating and perpetuating violence and sustaining the conflict. 
To better understand the dynamics of youth role and involvement in the conflict, as input to the development of programming responses by state and non-state actors, STAR-Ghana Foundation is seeking the services of a consultant to undertake an analysis of the role of the youth in the Bawku conflict. These terms of reference describe the scope of work to be undertaken and the terms of engagement and qualifications of the consultant.   

3.0 Purpose/Rationale
The purpose of this assignment is to deepen stakeholders’ understanding of the role played by young people in the conflict. It will analyse the context of the conflict and this informs and affects the involvement of various social groups, particularly the youth, in the conflict. The assignment will also seek to make actionable recommendations to inform further action by key stakeholders, particularly in turning the youth involved in the conflict into peace builders and ambassadors.
4.0 Approach
The approach to this assignment should be premised on respect and sensitivity to the situation – seeking to understand the context and the key actors without being judgemental. As this is a conflict context, safeguarding principles including ensuring the protection of the identities and safety of all subjects (both direct and indirect) in this assignment should be highly regarded and observed. The ‘do no harm’ principle should be upheld to successfully complete the assignment in a manner that deepens stakeholders’ understanding of the role of young people in driving of the Bawku conflict without directly or indirectly exposing anyone to harm or deteriorating the situation and peace process. 
5.0 Expected Deliverables/Outputs 
The consultant is expected to produce the following deliverables: 
a. Produce a research paper on the role of the youth in the Bawku conflict. The paper should:
· provide a context analysis of the youth dynamics in the Bawku conflict 
· provide an understanding of the role the youth have played and are playing in the conflict 
· provide an assessment of how significant the role of the youth in the conflict is 
· identify the key youth influencers/groups that played leading roles in the conflict in Bawku
· identify what the interests and motivations of youth firebrands in the Bawku conflict are 
· based on empirical analysis/evidence, provide actionable recommendations and strategies for addressing the role of the youth in the conflict and for turning them into peacemakers 

b. Present findings of the paper to key stakeholders and policy makers at a forum to be convened by STAR Ghana Foundation 
c. Perform any other duties as may be relevant for the successful execution of the assignment

6. Relationships

· The Executive Director of STAR Ghana Foundation, supported by the Head of Programmes, will be the main interface between the Consultant and the Foundation. They will provide strategic level support and information necessary for the timely execution of deliverables 
· The SING Project Manager will provide logistical and operational support to the Consultant to facilitate the work.
7. Person Specification 
The preferred consultant will meet the following specifications: 
· Hold at least a master’s degree in a relevant field with a strong background in research 
· Possess a good understanding of the nexus between gender and violent conflicts 
· Demonstrable understanding of the context of the assignment and the history of the Bawku conflict 
· Demonstrable record of past experience in similar assignments 
· Strong ability to identify and engage key personalities and/or institutions as may be necessary for the successful execution of the assignment
· Excellent written and communication skills 

8. Timelines/Duration of Engagement 
The assignment will be completed over the January 2023. The consultant will be expected to use a total of 15 days within this period to complete the assignment. 
9. How to Apply
Interested and qualified applicants should submit an Expression of Interest of not more than three pages to: Ms Eunice Agbenyadzi (EAgbenyadzi@star-ghana.org)
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